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Praised for its ability to kill insects effectively and cheaply and reviled as an ecological hazard, DDT

continues to engender passion across the political spectrum as one of the world's most

controversial chemical pesticides. In DDT and the American Century, David Kinkela chronicles the

use of DDT around the world from 1941 to the present with a particular focus on the United States,

which has played a critical role in encouraging the global use of the pesticide. Kinkela's study offers

a unique approach to understanding both this contentious chemical and modern environmentalism

in an international context.
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After a rocky start, the book hits its stride in chapters leading to Rachel Carlson to then masterfully

describe how extreme views about DDT and other technologies came to be. Particularly insightful

are the chapters on linking DDT and foreign policy in the mid of the Cold War. I wouldn't say it is an

easy read and some themes are clearly dear to the author (I still miss the "American Century"



importance in all that). However, it is the most balanced discussion on Rachel Carlson and Silent

Spring legacy I have read. Also quite well done is the distinction of "war on malaria" hellbent on

killing the last mosquito and failing and integrated malaria control, in which environmental aspects

are given a big role.

Interesting book with several thorough discussions on many important aspects. I enjoyed it very

much and recommend it to both chemists, biologists and environmentalists.

I wouldn't give this book even one star except there was a lot of history regarding DDT I had not

seen elsewhere. History that I would consider outside the box - which I liked - and worth knowing.

However, he keeps repeating the same old lies - subtly - about DDT in his conclusions, all of which

have been proven false. He does make the distinction between total eradication - which didn't work,

and given the biological magic of resistance is unlikely to work with any product on any pest, versus

residential DDT prevention treatments, which I felt was well done. I think this book is worthwhile for

those like me who've read and written extensively about DDT, but for the average reader - I think it's

misleading. I think itÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s misleading because the first part of the book is firmly

grounded in a lot of history, giving a sense of credibility to the rest, which I found inaccurate. I found

his work to be expansive but disappointing.

book

This book is very special book and I learnt that this book is the best becuase it has helped in my

INT. SCIENCE alot.
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